


Spolia is a typeface inspired by the ancient Roman practice of reusing 
stones from old structures in new ones. In contrast to today’s fast, 
disposable production, Spolia repurposes shapes and components to 
bring modernity to otherwise forgettable forms.
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SLOW 
ARCHITECTURE

IS BUILT ON
LOCAL 

CONDITIONS, 
INFILTRATING 

EXISTING 
SYSTEMS TO 

RECONFIGURE 
MATERIALS,

FORMS,
& BUILDING 
METHODS.
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Each glyph is constructed from distinct 
parts that fit together to form a whole—
echoing the concept of spolia, the reuse 
of materials from older structures.
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SLOW  
ARCHITECTURE

In an era overwhelmed 
by disposable buildings 
and rapid construction, 
We champion a different 
approach: slow 
architecture. Their 
method infiltrates 

BUILDING 
SMARTER,  
NOT FASTER

existing frameworks—
rethinking resources, 
reusing materials, & 
ensuring every project 
evolves with time rather 
than succumbing to 
obsolescence.

Variable, 88/45/20 pt Variable, 20 pt



“Spolia” 
 is the 

reuse of 
materials 

from  
older 

structures 
in new 

projects.

S
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it is preferable to rethink  
and repurpose existing  

resources than to tap new ones
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it is 
preferable 
to rethink 
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than to tap 
new ones
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Spolia refers  
to the practice  
of Repurposing  
used materials,  
architectural  
elements, and 
old decorative  
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features from  
older buildings  
in the massive 
construction  
of new types of 
structures.  
This technique 
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has been used 
across many 
centuries and  
cultures, often  
for practical,  
symbolic,  
aesthetic,  

Extralight, 100 pt Extralight, 100 pt



or economic  
reasons. Rather 
than creating  
everything  
from scratch, 
builders would 
incorporate  

Light, 100 pt Light, 100 pt



columns, and 
as sculptures,   
various stone 
& inscriptions,  
from ancient  
ruins or from 
dismantled  

Regular, 100 pt Regular, 100 pt



monuments  
into newer  
constructions. 
This reuse  
could serve  
as a tribute  
to the past,  

Medium, 100 pt Medium, 100 pt



a statement  
of power over  
a previous  
regime, or  
simply a way  
to save time  
and resources.  

Semibold, 100 pt Semibold, 100 pt



For example,  
sometimes  
Roman crafted 
triumphal  
arches once  
incorporated 
stones from  

Bold, 100 pt Bold, 100 pt



many earlier  
such buildings,  
to highlight  
their Imperial 
CraftSmanship, 
legacy, beauty, 
and grandeur.  

Extra Bold, 100 pt Extra Bold, 100 pt
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Vitruvius:  
The Ten  
Books on  
Architecture
a seminal guide to 
architectural theory  
and practice

Variable, 90/22 pt Variable, 90/22 pt



Book I	 Architecture and the Education of the 
Architect; the Fundamental Principles 
of Architecture

Book II	 The Origin of the Dwelling House; on 
the Nature of Building Materials

Book III	 The Proportions of Temples;  
the Five Orders

Book IV	 The Origins of the Orders; Proportions 
of Ionic, Corinthian, and Doric Temples

Book V	 The Forum and Other Public Buildings; 
Theatres, Baths, Harbors

Variable, 58 pt Variable, 14 pt



Book VI	 Private Houses and Their Proportions; 
Different Types of Dwellings

Book VII	 Finishing (Plasterwork), Paints, and 
Decoration

Book VIII	 Water Supply—Wells, Springs, Aqueducts

Book IX	 Sundials, Water Clocks, and Astronomy 
Related to Architecture

Book X	 Machines—Hoists, Water Engines,  
Siege Engines

Variable, 58 pt Variable, 14 pt



A type foundry at the cross-section of 
Western and Eastern cultural heritage. 
Regardless of where your “center” is, 

WeType is committed to the preservation, 
modernization, and creation of typographic 
voices for purposeful designers, brands, and 

institutions of today.
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